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NHS 
(N=121,700) 

DEATH OF A LOVED ONE: PREVALENCE, RISK, AND PROTECTIVE
FACTORS FOR PROLONGED GRIEF DISORDER (PGD)

VALIDATING PGD (N = ~1,000)
Among those who complete the PGD substudy questionnaire, a random

subsample will participate in a semi-structured clinical telephone interview 

Purpose: To investigate the experience of grief following the death of a loved one and identify potential
risk and protective factors for post-bereavement health outcomes. 
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SCREENING for PGD (N = ~100,000) 
Participants will receive the regular biennial questionnaires

ASSESSING PGD [Aim 1] (N = ~30,000) 
Random sample of participants who noted incident bereavement on the

main questionnaire will be invited to participate in a PGD substudy via

emailed link to the online subtudy OR mailed paper version

Initial
Enrollment

NIMH R01: 1R01MH137201-01   

MACHINE LEARNING
Evaluate risk factors [Aim 2] & protective factors [Aim 3]
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P G D  S U B S T U D Y

1.NHS = Nurses’ Health Study; 2.HPFS = Health Professionals Follow-Up Study
3.BWH = Brigham and Women’s Hospital; 4.HSPH = Harvard School of Public Health
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