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Happy Earth Month!

week. & Climate optimism is going mainstream, Dear Optimists! So if you'll indulge me:

“The story of humanity rising to meet the challenge of climate
change is full of things that seemed impossible until they became
reality.” —Me

It's too long for a mantra and too dorky for a tattoo (unless it's your tattoo, in which case it
looks amazing), but it's great for soothing those quiet moments of existential panic.

1985. But | digress. Living in a present that was once an imaginary sci-fi future is awesome,
but it's the other half of my favorite quote that’'s the most important, if | do say so myself:

“We need to move faster but we also need to celebrate how far
we've come, and use each milestone as motivation to stay
engaged.” —Me, again

we need a legion of Doc Browns to steer our time-traveling DelLorean into the future we all
deserve. So let’s celebrate some milestones and see where that takes us, shall we?

1. A better future isn't only possible, it's already underway
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Even without a flux capacitor. Here's why:

» The energy transition is taking hold, with renewables’

adoption of renewables, EVs, and efficiency efforts. What
we’re doing is working!

2. Countries keep strengthening their goals to reduce
emissions

In a flex bigger than Biff's bicep mid-noogie, stronger goals are popping up all
over the place.

3. Climate action is not just about climate. It makes our
lives better.

Great Scott! But how?

It lowers energy costs: The Inflation Reduction Act (IRA) will reduce

Black, Indigenous, and communities of color. Climate justice cleans the air, lowers energy bills,
and grows local economies.
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It increases energy security: Homegrown energy makes us less
dependent on other countries and less vulnerable to geopolitical turmoil.

4. Climate momentum is here to stay
And it's moving faster than a DeLorean at 88 mph.

No one can roll back our clean energy transition because “private companies have made

Advisory Board member and current U.S. Climate Envoy.
The greedy little hands of capitalism are working in our favor, Optimists!

By the numbers:

o Since the IRA passed 8 months ago, the U.S. has seen

jobs, clean our air, and power the equivalent of every
American home by 2030—if we keep striving to create
favorable policies for trade, permitting, and taxes.

blowing, and solar panels, once built, are difficult to stick
in places where the sun don’t shine.
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Are you hankering for an afternoon that will spark new ideas and seed new
collaborations? We thought so! On May 8, join us to examine our most urgent challenges
and explore the most promising solutions. Organized by the Harvard Chan School as part of
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More from our team:

with Americares.

¢ Kids and climate: WebMD spoke with our Director Dr. Aaron Bernstein about what

pep talk.
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