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Major Reasons Adults
Will Not/Are Not Sure/May Change Their Mind About

Getting H1N1 Vaccine

Concern about side effects

Harvard Opinion Research Program, Harvard School of Public Health, September 14-20, 2009.
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Concern about getting H1N1 from vaccine

Concern about getting another serious illness from 

vaccine

Don’t trust public health officials to provide correct 

information about vaccine safety

Don’t think vaccine would be effective

Don’t like shots/injections

Plan on getting seasonal flu vaccine and believe will 

protect against H1N1 too

Getting vaccine would be too expensive

Can get medication to treat H1N1

Don’t think at risk for serious case

% Who Said Was Major Reason

Healthcare provider said should not get the vaccine

Too hard to get to location for vaccine
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Major Reasons Parents
Will Not/Are Not Sure/May Change Their Mind About

Getting H1N1 Vaccine

Concern about side effects

Harvard Opinion Research Program, Harvard School of Public Health, September 14-20, 2009.
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Concern about child getting H1N1 from vaccine

Concern about child getting another serious 

illness from vaccine

Don’t trust public health officials to provide 

correct info about vaccine safety

Don’t think vaccine would be effective

Child doesn’t like shots/injections

Plan on getting seasonal flu vaccine for child 

and believe will protect against H1N1 too

Getting vaccine would be too expensive

Healthcare provider told you not to get it for child

Don’t think child at risk for serious case

% Parents Who Said Was Major Reason

Too hard to get to location for vaccine

Child is  less than 6 months old and cannot 

get vaccine
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13%

18%

33%

25%

29%

57%

H1N Flu
Vaccine

Seasonal Flu
Vaccine

Very Safe Generally for Most 

People to Take

American Public Views:

Safety of H1N1 vs. Seasonal Flu Vaccine

Very Safe for Pregnant Women 

to Take

Very Safe for Children 6 Months 

to 2 Years to Take

Harvard Opinion Research Program, Harvard School of Public Health, September 14-20, 2009.


